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Town of Walnut Cove 
Board of Commissioner Meeting 

November 9, 2021 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Members Present: 
Nellie Brown – Mayor 
Elwood Mabe – Commissioner 
Joe Bennett – Commissioner  
Thomas Mitchell – Commissioner 
Danny Hairston – Commissioner 
Kim Greenwood – Town Manager 
Amanda Bryant - Town Clerk 
 
Members Absent: 
Ann Rowe– Town Attorney 
 
Meeting Call to Order:  Mayor Brown called the meeting to order @ 7:00pm. 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Kim Greenwood 
Invocation: Commissioner Hairston 
Announcements:  
1. Walnut Cove Volunteer Fire Dept. Monthly Meeting. Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021, at 7:00 PM 
2. Walnut Cove Planning/Zoning Board Meeting. Nov. 18, 2021, at Walnut Cove Public Library @ 
6:30pm.  
3. Walnut Cove Board of Commissioners Monthly Meeting. Dec. 14, 2021, at 7:00 PM at the Walnut 
Cove Senior Center. 
5. Recycle: November 12 and November 26 
6. Tree Lighting. December 4, 2021 
7.  Walnut Cove Christmas Parade 12/11/2021 beginning at 2 pm 
8.  Town Office, LPA Closed, Veterans Day (11-11) and Thanksgiving (1125, 26 2021) 
 
Adjustments to Agenda 
Item 7D Leslie Bray Brewer had a family emergency and needed to have her items tabled to another 
day. 
 
Add-On item 7E authorization to advertise for a Public Hearing December 14, 2021 for ordinance change 
to limit sweepstakes/internet cafes.  
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to accept the adjustments to the agenda.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Hairston.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comments – 3 
1. Brittany Wall – 505 NC 65 Hwy E, Walnut Cove 
Ms. Wall addressed the Board regarding the vulture problem within the Town stating they have done 
$3600 worth of damages to her car including eating the rubber off of her moon roof on the car.  She 
stated the vultures are a problem and this needs to be addressed.  She stated since the vultures are 
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protected there is nothing, she can do about them.  They have scratched the top of her car as well and 
when she went to get an estimate the body shop asked if she lived in Walnut Cove because of their 
known vulture problem. She also stated she is having a sewage problem in her yard and it has never 
been addressed until today.  She has called the EPA, DEQ and the Health department.  The sewage 
issues have been split onto her yard and she stated has never been addressed in 7.5 years.  She did state 
the sewage problem was fixed today after she complained to Mr. Greenwood.  
 
2. Fred Lawson 505 NC 65 Hwy E, Walnut Cove 
Mr. Lawson wanted to add to Ms. Wall’s complaints regarding the vultures.  He presented the Board 
with pictures of the damages to his vehicle as well as pictures of the sewage problem in their yard.  The 
pictures showed the vultures on their vehicles and feels they are coming to their home because of the 
sewage problem in the yard.  He said the sewage obviously stinks and needs to be addressed. 
 
3.  Angie Bailey – Cove Group- 3280 S. Friendship Rd.  
On behalf of the Cove Group she wanted to congratulate all the Commissioners and Mayor on re-
election.  She also wanted to thank the Town, Board, WCFD, Sheriffs office for their wonderful support 
and help during the Halloween event.  She stated she had a yard sale the weekend following the 
Halloween event and an elderly couple came and told her they love the Facebook live events, Ms. Bailey 
stated she wanted the Board to know we are reaching people even when we do not realize it.  Lastly the 
Veteran’s Day celebration if passed tonight will be held at Cove Square at 7pm she apologized for the 
late notice for the date slipped up on her.  They will have Kyle Hall as their key note speaker.  They are 
currently working on another location in the event of rain.  As for the signs they are all complete except 
for the signs at Cove Square and the Fire department.  Christmas in the Cove will be 12/4/2021, she has 
spoken with Dillon Green and he will work on the Christmas tree, replacing the star and cut out and 
replace the lights that are not working.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Mabe to close Public Comments.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Bennett.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
1. Consent Agenda 
a. Approval of Minutes (October 12, 2021) 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to accept the minutes from the October 12, 2021, 
meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hairston.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
b. Kaye Webb Recognition 
As you already know, Kaye Webb, an employee of the Town of Walnut Cove passed away on Sunday, 
October 17, 2021.  Kaye had worked for the Town since July 2015.  She served as a Title Examiner and 
Clerk for the Administration.  Kaye was from a special generation.  She usually arrived 30 minutes before 
the office opened.  She was a loyal and faithful servant to the Town.  She was always positive, with a 
smile on her face and never refused any task given to her.  She loved her town and her fellow employees 
and we love and miss her tremendously.  I thank the Board of Commissioners and Mayor for attendance 
of her service.   In memory of Kaye, I am requesting from the Board that a newly refurbished park bench 
be placed in memory of Kaye at Fowler Park.  I further request that we also dedicate a bench in memory 
of another fallen employee, Thomas L. Mitchell who passed away in 2020.  Due to COVID, we have been 
limited to what we could do to preserve the memory of one of the Town’s finest.  The Town employees 
plan on working with Christine Boles to purchase the listing on the library plaque for both Kaye and T.L. 
Both Kaye and T.L. enjoyed the library.  On behalf of the town employees, we ask for everyone’s 
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continued prayers for both families.  Mayor Brown stated she would highly recommend this; Kaye was 
always smiling when she was in the office.   
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hairston to approve the park bench for Kaye Webb and T.L. 
Mitchell.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bennett.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
c. Veterans Day Celebration (Attachment B) 
The Cove Group wishes to host an event to celebrate and honor Veterans Day on November 11, 2021.  
Greenwood commended Ms. Bailey for hosting the event.  Mayor Brown stated she thought it was a 
great idea and was excited to have Kyle Hall as the keynote speaker.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to approve the Veteran’s Day celebration application.  

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

d. Rev. Leslie Bray Brewer, Times of Refreshing – Site Review 
Tabled until December meeting.  
 
e.  Authorize to advertise for Public Hearing December 14, 2021 for Ordinance change to limit 
Sweepstakes/Internet Cafes.  
Greenwood asked for permission to advertise for a Public Hearing.  The advertising dates are December 
2nd and December 9th, in the Stokes News with the Public Hearing on December 14, 2021.   
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to authorize Greenwood to advertise for a Public 
Hearing on December 14, 2021.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 
 
 
2.  Old Business 
a.  AIA Documents (attachment C) 
Greenwood presented the Board with AIA documents which is a document with Freeman Kennett, 
architects and the Town to proceed with drawing plans for a public works and town hall building.  On 
page 19 which is a standard agreement, basically these documents lock us in and lets them know we are 
serious.  These documents also help build a file with the USDA which they can add documents too as 
well.  These documents help move everything along with the process.  
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to approve the signing of the AIA documents, the 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
b. Laserfische Contract Amendments (attachment D) 
Town Clerk Amanda Bryant addressed the Board regarding the amendments with Laserfische, the 

contract was amended to changes recommended by Town Attorney Rowe.  Town Clerk Bryant 

presented the Board with an email from Ms. Rowe stating “The Board should be aware (and should 

approve) that there is a provision in the contract which states that if the manufacturer increases the 

price, then MCCi can pass that price along to the Town.  Kevin Smith (contact at MCCi) clarified a couple 

of things related to this provision.  First of all, the manufacturer (Laserfiche) rarely increases the 

price.  They recently increased for the first time in 10 years.  MCCi is not anticipating another increase 

for some time.  Furthermore, MCCi would advise the Town of any increase well ahead of the renewal 
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deadline.  If a future Board of Commissioners decided that they did not want to accept the price 

increase, then the Town would be within the allowed time to decline to renew the contract, without 

incurring any penalty. Given that explanation, I recommend that the Board approve this term (along 

with the terms listed in my prior email).  At that point, Kevin can send a final contract (which fixes a 

couple of typographical errors) and it can be signed. Town Clerk Bryant also explained after further 

review there was a price change then originally approved, the price is actually reduced.  There are 3 

items to be addressed as well.  

1) There is language in the Addendum which indicates that MCCi can adjust its recurring annual 

services to coincide with inflation rates but that any increase will not exceed the cumulative 

increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) occurring since the last price increase.  We need to advise 

the Board that there is this possibility of an annual price increase and there is not an exact figure of 

the amount of the potential increase.  However, there is an upper limit – meaning that the increase 

will not be higher than the cumulative CPI occurring since the last price index.  The Board needs to 

accept and approve this agreement. 

2) Sales tax was not included in the invoice.  The Board needs to be aware that the price they approved 

does not include sales tax and they need to approve payment of the sales tax amount (which we 

don’t know the exact amount but I would think that would be the set sales tax percentage). 

3) The new quote includes a price decrease.  The initial cost was $18,511 with an annual cost 

maintenance fee of $7841.  Now the price for the initial set up is $15,931 and an annual cost of 

$4981.  This was approved in April 2021.   

A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to approve the contract with the changes stated above, 

the motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
3.  New Business  
a. Road Closure (Christmas Parade) (Attachment D) 
Greenwood presented the Board with a Resolution to close Us 311 from First Street (Oldtown Rd) to the 
NC 89 Intersection.  He needs approval from the Board   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Hairston to close the road December 11, 2021, for the Christmas 

Parade.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bennett. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. WWTP Presentation, Cory Willoughby, WWTP Operator 
Cory Willoughby presented the Board with a handout which included pictures of the wetland systems, 
the duck reed raceway, and the lagoons.  He explained how each system worked as well as informing 
the Board of previously improvements along with improvements that are needed in the future, mainly 
the aerators in the lagoons.  
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c. Bulk Pick Up Report, Amanda Bryant 
Greenwood directed the Board to Town Clerk Amanda Bryant, she stated she did not have the exact 
numbers picked up but felt the pickup was very successful.  It was helpful to split the Town into sections 
which made it more efficient in the collection process and receiving less complaint calls about missed 
bulk items.  Bryant estimated the Town collected 11-12 construction containers for bulk items.  She also 
stated she would have the exact numbers in December meeting.   
 
 
d. VFW Donation 
For the past few years, the Board of Commissioners have gifted the VFW $500 towards the purchase of 
the flags they put up and maintain for the Town.  I am requesting the same this year to be made to the 
local VFW organization.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Bennett to approve the $500 donation to the VFW.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Hairston.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
e. Employee Christmas Bonus 
For years the Town has been gracious and generous to provide a Christmas Bonus for the town 
employees.  Last year, the amount was $750.00 As requested I have divided various amounts per 
department.  I further request that the Town Manager position not be funded.  I find it a bonus to serve 
you.  Mayor Brown stated due to the rising cost of living, COVID, and the rising increase of items we 
need to do the right thing by our employees.  It was asked what Greenwood would recommend, 
Greenwood stated this is the hardest thing for him to do, he is bias that he works with them everyday so 
he will leave it up to the Board.  Commissioner Mitchell stated the other night when there was a water 
leak he was out there until 3:30 – 4 am.  The way the guys worked as a team, they left their families for 
the Town and then came into work the next day.  In my opinion the $900, I know what they did and 
what all they went thru to get the citizens water again.  Commissioner Bennett stated and the water 
leak is not just a one time a year thing, it happens several times a year.  Mayor Brown said they come in 
and work their day job and then must come back in and work all night to repair the water leak with only 
10 people or less serving around 1500 people.  We must always appreciate the work they do and do 
right by the employees.  Commissioner Mitchell stated he feels Greenwood should get the raise as well, 
he was out there that night working as hard as the public works guys.   You deserve it for all you do., 
Greenwood stated his job is to serve the board and serve the Town.  Commissioner Mitchell commented 
what you do says a lot about your character.   
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Mitchell to give the employees a $900 Christmas bonus, the 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Bennett.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
4. Departmental Reports  
Administration  
The Town congratulates the Mayor and Commissioners on their re-election last week.  With approval of 
the meeting tonight, the Laserfische software is closer to becoming a reality.  The changes to the 
contract will be forwarded to Ms. Rowe.  I am very proud of the attendance at this year’s Trick or Treat.  
We thank the Cove Group and Angie Bailey for making the event special.  The town audit is complete 
and Mr. Pendry, the accountant will give the presentation of the audit at (probably) December’s 
meeting.  I am requesting a Budget meeting/retreat to prepare for next year’s budget in January.  This 
month, Cory has provided an overview of the WWTP and next month we will cover the “Distribution and 
Collection” system, to prepare for the upgrades with the Family Cares Act money.  The January meeting 
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will be Jan. 11 and any day that month will work and I can reserve the library. Also, if you want to 
consider and check your calendar, we can confirm a date in December. Some proposed dates are 
January 14th, 19th or 20th.  Commissioner Bennett stated he would be out of town on those dates, 
Greenwood suggested January 24th at 9am there was a consensus of the Board to be penciled in and 
they will confirm it in the December meeting. The December meeting will contain the organization 
Meeting portion to approve the calendars and the Oaths of Office.  The Honorable Judge Thomas 
Langan will preside for the Oaths.   
 
 
License Plate Office 
The following is the net revenue for the LPA.  
 

DMV Transactions:   $9,622.79 
Notary:                       $1,457.00 
Net Profit:         $11,079.79 

 
 
Public Works 
Public Works has had a busy month.  As you are aware, we had one 8 inch line ruptured by the cable 
company.  Thanks to the support the Mayor and Commissioners provide.  The repair has been made and 
the Solar Farm company will reimburse for the damage.  Thanks to the Public works folks that assisted in 
the Trick or Treat.  They set the trash cans, pick up trash, man the intersections and place cones and 
barricades.  I am proud of all involved in the event.  Paving has begun on designated streets in Town.  
Our leaf and brush pick up is near its peak.  As weather permits, we work on leaves and brush everyday.  
I ask for everyone’s patience as it is a tremendous demand.   
 
Legal Update 
At the time of writing, Ms. Rowe has not received the signed order from Judge Puckett regarding 
Terramore LLC vs Town of Walnut Cove.  Greenwood noted Ms. Rowe had received the draft but 
rejected it because of some of the language within the draft.  She has sent it back to be rewritten.  The 
AT&T lease is almost completed.    
 
The Christmas Parade will be held before our next Commissioners meeting.  Please let me know if you 
want to be in the parade and I can arrange a vehicle if you want.  Also, King will host their parade on 
December 4 if there is any interest to participate in their parade.  
 
 
5.  Items of General Concern 
Commissioner Mitchell asked if the Town had given a donation to Brian Booe for his help on the night of 
the water leak.  He used his personal truck and the lights on his truck on his trucks to help the public 
works to see, he felt this would be appropriate to give him a donation for his time.  He was at the water 
leak the majority of the night. Commissioner Mabe suggested the Town purchase a large generator 
instead of the using the military generator we currently have.  Greenwood stated the current generator 
is a 80’ model and it is used to operate the lift stations if we need by, Commissioner Mabe stated we 
needed to get a generator that is more up to date, not as loud and would be sufficient enough to 
operate the equipment needed. Mayor Brown stated we need to get up to date equipment of which 
Greenwood replied this is something we can include at the pre-budget meeting; with the rising cost of 
gas we are trying to be as frugal as possible.  He also informed the Board he has Jackson researching a 
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better light system to use on nights when we have water leaks.  Commissioner Mabe asked about 
installing lights on the work trucks, Greenwood stated they have found some mountable lights to go on 
the trucks with a charging station inside of the truck, this will be installed on the dually.  Mayor Brown 
also commended the Stokes County Sheriffs department for their help with the traffic and helped slow 
motorist down as they were passing the water leak.  
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Mitchell to give Brian Booe a $200 gift card donation for his 
help with the water leak.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bennett.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
 
Mayor Brown gave an update on the COVID vaccine drive which happened at SEMS stated it was a very 
successful event.  The lights at Fowler Park will be upgraded, all the lights need yellow tape installed on 
them for Duke Energy to know which lights to replace.  The order number for Duke Energy is 42943985.  
The welcome signs look very nice, and Halloween was a very positive event for the Town and very safe 
for the kids.  She is proud of the Board of Commissioners for coming out as well as doing anything for 
the citizens and the community.   

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Mabe to adjourn the meeting, the motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Hairston.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
6.  Meeting adjourned at 8:33PM 
  
 
___________________________________   ________________________________ 
Nellie Brown, Mayor       Amanda Town Clerk Bryant, Town Clerk 
 
___________________________________   ________________________________ 
Date        Date 


